Study of labyrinthine function in children using the caloric test: our results.
We studied caloric responses in a group of 42 healthy children aged between 4 and 14 years and compared the results with those obtained with the same method and equipment in a control group of 57 healthy adults at the Methodist Hospital Electronystagmography Laboratory at Houston (Texas). The average response in children appeared to be rather low. The confidence regions for unilateral weakness (UW) and directional preponderance (DP) measures were much wider in children than in adults. The confidence limit for bilateral weakness (BW) was lower in the children. The confidence limit for the fixation index (FI) in the children, however, was close to that in adults.